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Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97(b) 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56 and 1 .97(b), Applicants bring to the attention of 
the Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO 1449. This Information 
Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the filing date of the above- 
referenced application. 

Copies of the listed documents, including any copending patent applications, are 
attached. Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the listed 
documents and indicate that they were considered by making appropriate notations on 
the attached form. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no 
better art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed 
documents are material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the 
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documents as prior art against any claim in the application and Applicants determine 
that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, 
Applicants reserve the right to present to the office the relevant facts and law regarding 
the appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of 
the documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please 
charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 



Respectfully submitted, 



FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, L.L.P. 



Dated: April 9, 2004 
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Hidekazu Nishizawa, "Method of Managing an Electronic File and a Computer Program Product," 
published Nov. 8, 2001, Publication No. 2001/0039545 A1. 




Messerges et al., "Method for Efficient Hashing of Digital Content," published May 1, 2003, 
Publication No. 2003/0084298 A1 . 




Shiman et al., "Method and Apparatus for Managing Documents in a Centralized Document 
Repository System," published Feb. 14, 2002, Publication No. 2002/0019827 A1 . 




Epstein et al., "Confirming the Existence of a Complete Data Set Under Multiple Control 
Scenarios," published Dec. 20, 2001, Publication No. 2001/0054144 A1. 




Hillis et al., "Method and Apparatus for Authenticating the Content of a Distributed Database," 
published Oct. 16, 2003, Publication No. 2003/0196094 A1 . 




Miller et al., "Data Pool with Validity Detection," published Jul. 31 , 2003, Publication No. 
2003/0145199 A1. 




Greene et al., "Systems and Methods for Authenticating Documents," published Jul. 10, 2003, 
Publication No. 2003/0131240 A1. 




Ouye et al., "Dynamic Evaluation of Access Rights," published Jun. 26, 2003, Publication No. 
2003/0120601 A1. 
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Schleicher et al., "Method and System for Providing a Secure Peer-to Peer File Delivery Network," 
published Sep. 26, 2002, Publication No. 2002/0138744 A1. 




Murakami et al., "Information Processing Apparatus, Information Processing System, Information 
Processing Method, Storage Medium and Program," published Oct. 16, 2003, Publication No. 
2003/0196086 A1. 




Yunliang Yu, "Centralized Intrusion Detection Using Tripwire," Jan. 6, 2004, from 
www.math.duke.edu. 




EB/EDI*SEC: the XML & e-business security, published by easeit. 




Entrust-SAP Solution Guide, Entrust Technologies, June 2000. 




Tuan T. Phan, "Technical Considerations for the Validation of Electronic Spreadsheets for 
Complying with 21 CFR Part 1 1 ," Pharmaceutical Technology, January 2003, pp 50-62. 
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